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16 November 1863

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, new members were received. The clerk reported on the orphanage property.
After further examination of the laws, it may be possible to sell the property with the permission
of the congregation. Elder Labots was made the official catechism teacher of the congregation
for which he would be paid. The pastor could not teach a Sunday evening catechism class after
conducting two services on a Sunday.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 196-197.

Page 196
It was decided that, because of the difficulties involved in legally disposing of this
orphanage and lot, given the laws of the State, the property/should not be sold but rented
by means of a contract. This would likely be for a peTiold of 99 years, at $14.00 per year,
with all expenses for maintenance and tax and any ofher obligations the responsibility of
'
the renter or renters. They will be permitted toys their
own judgment, but there is to be
the understanding that the property must mairjtain the value of $200.00.
The clerk was authorized to follow up ory is decision, and to deal with the renters. He
was also mandated to obtain informati96 in how far the laws of this State play a role.
ARTICLE 4 — Because of the laten ss of the hour, the reading of the minutes of the
previous meeting was postponed ntil the following meeting.
The meeting was closed with ayer by Brother Wilterdink.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of November 16, 1863
Absent: Brothers Labots, te Roller, and Naber.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, Rev. A. C. van
Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the two previous meetings were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — Herman Grebel entered the meeting, requesting to make profession of faith
in order to become a member of the congregation. After examination, he was accepted,
and advised to exercise himself in the truth and to make use of the catechism classes.
ARTICLE 4 — Membership received for Jan Jacobus Vervenne and wife, from
Milwaukee, dated September 21, 1863. Also a baptismal statement for Abraham
Elferding and Femmetje Elferding, nee van Duren, from Noordeloos, was received.
ARTICLE 5 — In Article 3 of the previous minutes, the clerk had reported that he had not
been able to receive additional information but that, if the property could not be legally
sold, it could also not be legally rented. He proposes that Article 3 be changed so that, if
the current renter wishes to buy the lot, we should do so, to avoid all difficulties that
could be of any consequence of this transaction. This was
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accepted, with the condition that before this action is completed, the approbation, or
approval, of the congregation should take place.
ARTICLE 6 — There was a discussion concerning catechism. The president suggests
that, because Wakker had informed him that some young people had asked Wakker to
make arrangements for resuming the Sunday evening catechism classes, he (the pastor)
feels unable to preach twice on Sunday and then to have, in addition, a catechism class.
He believes that each elder and deacon should attempt to form a catechism class in their
districts, so that this very necessary instruction in our Reformed doctrines can be given to
those who are of mature age. This will serve those who could not, or who had expressed
so far no interest in the weekly catechism classes being held. After a discussion about the
necessity and profitability of the matter, but also considering the difficulties for the
consistory members, a proposal of the minister was accepted by a majority of the votes,
namely, that Brother Labots be chosen as a catechism teacher, and be properly
reimbursed. This decision of the consistory will be presented to the congregation for
their judgment and approval.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to have the congregational meeting on Tuesday, the 24th, at
6:30 in place of the usual meeting on Thanksgiving Day. This will permit more general
participation.
ARTICLE 8 — Because of the late hour, it was decided to meet again next Monday. The
meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Broek.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of November 23, 1863
Absent: Brothers Oonk, Plugger, and Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayerby the president, the Rev. A. C. van
Raalte.
ARTICLE 2— The minutes of the previousi(neeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother Labots, now piesent, indicates that he is prepared to reject the
appointment given him at the previdus consistory meeting (see Article 6 of the previous
meeting). He is giving consideratión to his present assignment and the benefit for the
congregation of this task. The c nsistory, taking into consideration the many difficulties
in implementing

